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Definitions of LMI used by NYSERDA and by the MASS Solar Loan Program
Massachusetts
For the MA LMI solar program residents under 120% SMI qualify for a 3% interest buy down. Those under 100% SMI also can receive a 30% system cost reduction, while those between 120%-100% qualify for a 20% reduction. All are eligible for a funded credit enhancement to lower the credit score necessary for loan approval.
The details of the program are available in the Mass Solar Loan Program Manual (Version 1.0 Effective 09-16-2015), at http://images.masscec.com/uploads/programdocs/Program%20Manual%20-%209.16.15_0.pdf (18-19)
Anecdotally I’ve heard from developers operating in the region that the incentive and finance package makes doing solar (on site or RMN) much more financially attractive than in NY, even downstate, and that upstate NY outside parts of the Hudson Valley and the Capital District is pretty unattractive financially for solar developers who have those options due to relatively low electricity costs, and low incentives. 
For the MASS Solar Loan solar program, residents under 120% SMI qualify for a 3% interest buy down. Those under 100% SMI also can receive a 30% system cost reduction, while those between 120%-100% qualify for a 20% reduction. All are eligible for a funded credit enhancement to lower the credit score necessary for loan approval.
The details of the program are available in the Mass Solar Loan Program Manual (Version 1.0 Effective 09-16-2015), at http://images.masscec.com/uploads/programdocs/Program%20Manual%20-%209.16.15_0.pdf (18-19)
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New York
In the Green Jobs Green NY (GJGNY) LMI Working Group Report & Recommendations, NYSERDA stated: “LMI is defined [by NYSERDA] as less than or equal to 80 percent of the area (county) median income (AMI). In New York, it is estimated that nearly 3 million households meet this income threshold, with approximately 2.3 million having incomes equal to or less than 60 percent of the state median income (SMI, which is approximately equal to 200 percent of the federal poverty level.)”  
Further research by Tineesha McMullen of Orange and Rockland Utilities disclosed that less than 1m customers are served by existing low-income utility programs, or under 1/3 of the total population of NYS low income residents. (appendix tk) 
At the last advisory council meeting, NYSERDA recommended and subsequently adopted the following changes to the GJGNY financing program, to phase in starting early in 2016:
• Continue 3.49% for current LMI consumers (<=80% AMI)
• Expand access to low-rate loans for consumers with income up to 120% AMI
• Revise interest rate for consumers > 120% AMI to operate program/fund sustainably
I’m still awaiting information from NYSERDA on the specific operating costs for Energy Finance Solutions administration of the loan program. However, detailed information about the program finances and other matters can be found in the latest annual and monthly reports, respectively, located here. 
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/About/Green-Jobs-Green-New-York/GJGNY-Advisory-Council-Reports
NOTE: Many GJGNY stakeholders, including some participants in this CDG-LMI collaborative oppose any income limits to the program as contrary to the letter and intent of the GJGNY Act, and were successful in delaying such changes proposed in early 2015 for one year. 
2015-10-23 Advisory Council Presentation: Proposed Residential Loan Interest Rates for Sustainability 
GJGNY LMI Working Group Report & Recommendations
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/-/media/Files/EDPPP/GJGNY/Advisory-Council-Updates/GJGNY-LMI-Working-Group-Recommendations.pdf
-American Consumer Survey, 2013
http://ams.nyscommunityaction.org/Resources/Documents/News/NYSCAAs_2013_Poverty_Report.pdf

