On November 5, 2015, Department of Public Service Staff filed its ESCO Low Income Collaborative Report in Cases 12-M-0476 et al. which discussed, among other things, how an ESCO can confirm, at the point of sale, if a potential customer is a participant in a utility low income assistance program. Initial comments on the ESCO Low Income Collaborative Report are due on January 19, 2016, and reply comments are due on February 1, 2016. 
Many of the issues discussed in the ESCO Low Income Collaborative Report regarding confirmation of low income status are relevant to the Community DG proceeding.  For example, the consensus of the ESCO Low Income Collaborative is that “providing non-utility parties access to lists or databases of customers’ [low income] status would be contrary to Commission policy and federal and state privacy laws that the customer must provide authorization for their [low income] status to be shared with non-utility parties.”  See ESCO Low Income Collaborative Report at 5.  Several parties in the Community DG collaborative have also raised the possibility of involving OTDA in the low-income verification process.  Again, this approach, and OTDA’s concerns with it, are discussed in detail in the ESCO Low Income Collaborative Report.
Importantly, the ESCO Low Income Collaborative Report discusses potential solutions under development by the utilities that would allow ESCOs to obtain a point-of-sale confirmation of whether a customer is participating in a utility assistance program (subject to obtaining customer consent).  This mechanism could potentially be of use to Community DG sponsors in order to verify the level of low-income participation within a particular Community DG project.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The ESCO Low Income Collaborative Report also sets forth several options for ESCOs to obtain customer consent to discover a customer’s status vis a vis utility low income assistance programs.  ESCO Low Income Collaborative participants have differing opinions on some of the options but, again, the outcome of this issue could overlap with (or provide guidance to) Community DG project sponsors.  As noted above, comments will be accepted on the ESCO Low Income Collaborative Report through February 1, 2016 and a Commission decision is expected in the months thereafter.  
Phase I of the Community DG program runs through April 30, 2016.  Because an order on the ESCO Low Income Collaborative Report is also expected around this time, the Working Group recommends that the Commission re-examine the impact of any Commission order on the Community DG program as part of the Commission’s first annual review of the Community DG program near the end of 2016.  Community DG rules can be adjusted, as appropriate, to address any directives from the ESCO Low Income effort that overlap with Community DG.
