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FUNDING PROVIDED FOR RENEWABLE TECHNOLOGIES  
— Nearly $21M for Solar, Anaerobic Digesters, Fuel Cells and Small Wind Projects —  

 
Albany, NY— 01/19/10 — The New York State Public Service Commission (Commission) 

today approved approximately $20.9 million in interim funding for the Renewable Portfolio 

Standard (RPS) program for the period January 1, 2010 through June 30, 2010. The money will 

fund incentives for solar photovoltaic (solar PV), anaerobic digester, fuel cell and small wind 

installations under the Customer-Sited Tier (CST) of the RPS program. Funding authorization 

for eligible new projects under the CST expired on December 31, 2009. 

 

 “Our action today assures that funding for renewable projects under the Customer-Sited Tier 

program continues while the Commission completes its review of the RPS program later this 

year,” said Commission Chairman Garry Brown. “Given the demand for project funding and 

concerns expressed as to the need for continuity, it is in the public interest to continue to provide 

funding for these programs.” 

 

Customer-Sited resources include only self-generation, “behind-the-meter” facilities that are 

placed into service on or after January 1, 2003. In addition to approving the interim funding, the 

Commission re-authorized the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 

(NYSERDA) to solicit new applications for RPS funding, to be allocated as follows: $12 million 

for solar PV; $6 million for anaerobic digester biogas systems; $1.8 million for fuel cells; $0.3 

million for small wind installations; and $0.83 million for program administration, evaluation, 

measurement and verification. 
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The Commission noted that the solar PV program poses some unique challenges which need to 

be addressed as part of any additional commitment for funding. As a result, the Commission will 

impose conditions on the administration of the solar PV program to include a monthly spending 

amount of $2 million through June 2010, wherein, no new applications may be accepted in a 

month when the applications for that month already equal or exceed the available funds. The per-

watt incentive for solar PV project will vary monthly as further prescribed by the Commission. 

The incentive may not exceed $1.75 per watt per month, unless the incentive is too low to attract 

sufficient applications.  

 

As part of the mid-course review of the RPS program, the Commission in December expanded 

the RPS goal to increase the proportion of renewable generation to 30 percent of projected 

electricity consumption by 2015, authorized a renewable resource solicitation of approximately 

$200 million, provided new funding up to $30 million annually for larger-scale downstate solar 

PV, anaerobic digester and fuel cell projects to assure a level of geographic balance in the RPS 

program, and among other things, requested Staff of the Department of Public Service to report 

back on Customer-Sited Tier initiatives to be considered in early 2010. 

 

The Commission’s written decision concerning the RPS program, when available, may be 

obtained by visiting the Document section of the Commission’s Web site at www.dps.state.ny.us 

and entering Case 03-E-0188 in the input box labeled “Search for Case/Matter Number.” Many 

libraries offer free Internet access. Commission Orders may also be obtained from the 

Commission’s Files Office, 14th floor, Three Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY 12223 (518-474-

2500). 
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