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CENTRAL HUDSON’S ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAM APPROVED   

— $8.7M Available for Small, Mid-Sized Businesses to Improve Energy Efficiency —  
 

Albany, NY—10/14/10—The New York State Public Service Commission (Commission) today 

granted Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corporation’s request for authorization to provide a zero 

percent financing option for customers participating in the company’s small commercial business 

direct install and mid-size commercial business programs. 

 

“Offering zero percent financing may encourage small and mid-size commercial customers to 

adopt energy efficiency measures by increasing access to capital and lowering capital costs,” said 

Commission Chairman Garry Brown. “Lack of access to capital is a potential barrier to energy 

efficiency adoption and we applaud Central Hudson’s efforts, as well as those by other utilities, 

to target this barrier by providing a financing option to their customers. Providing no-cost 

financing should allow some customers who would participate but for their lack of upfront 

capital an opportunity to do so.”   

 

The Commission today authorized Central Hudson to implement a zero percent financing option 

for customers participating in the company’s small commercial business direct install and mid-

size commercial business Energy Efficiency Portfolio Standard (EEPS) programs. This option 

will allow commercial customers participating in the two EEPS programs to finance, at zero 

percent for up to 24 months, their portion of the costs of installing approved energy efficiency 

measures. 

 

The $6 million small business program provides Central Hudson’s small non-residential electric 

customers (demand under 100 kW) with energy audits, implementation assistance and rebates for 
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a prescribed list of electric energy efficiency equipment installed at the customer’s location. The 

company’s $1.2 million mid-size commercial business program offers energy audits and 

implementation services, as well as rebates for the installation of energy efficient lighting, 

heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC), and other custom measures.   

 

Central Hudson believes that the availability of its proposed financing option will increase 

participation in the programs. In order to provide the financing option, Central Hudson will 

establish a revolving loan fund of $1.5 million. The revolving loan fund will allow customers 

participating in the programs to finance the customer portion of the cost of qualified energy 

efficiency measures. 

 

The Commission’s decision today, when issued, may be obtained by going to the Commission 

Documents section of the Commission’s Web site at www.dps.state.ny.us and entering Case 

Number 07-M-0548 in the input box labeled “Search for Case/Matter Number.” Many libraries 

offer free Internet access. Commission orders may also be obtained from the Commission’s Files 

Office, 14th floor, Three Empire State Plaza, Albany, NY 12223 (518-474-2500).  
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