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	Present a holistic summary of DSP progress and alignment with recent and on-going regulatory proceedings that may shape the way forward. 
	Include project/program detail that is presented in other publicly accessible forums such as annual capital investment plan filings, rate cases, or REV proceedings.

	Provide useful information to stakeholders in a timely, succinct, usable, readable way.  Where appropriate, links to actively managed data sources, such as the Joint Utilities website, may be more appropriate than detailed discussion in the DSIP report.
	Be structured in response to detailed or prescriptive guidance. Provide specific details on items that may change or evolve during the two-year cycle between DSIPs.  This type of detail is typically reviewed in proceedings that target precise topics. Stakeholder engagement on DSP issues shows that while stakeholders never refuse more information, there are more specific use cases for information that enable developer business cases.  

	Help companies focus internally on trajectory of DSP functions and how they relate to one another, and convey the utility’s long-term intentions with respect to DSP development externally. 
	Define investment plans in a fashion that may limit flexibility with respect to evolving DSP capabilities. DSIPs should present the most current high level plans for potential investments over the horizon of the DSIP, while recognizing plans are subject to change.  A detailed review of project scope, budgets, and cost recovery are best made through rate cases/other proceedings and not the DSIP.  


Evolving the DSIP
Just as the DSP is evolving, the DSIP should, as well.  The DSIP should continue to fulfill its main functions (to drive common utility practices where justified, inform DPS and interested stakeholders of utility plans, and be a tool for DER developers) while providing the most useable, current information to stakeholders. To do that, the Joint Utilities propose the following approach:
· Joint Utilities seek input from DPS staff on any specific areas of focus (please note: “Role of the DSIP” recommendations above) early in the process, so that DSIPs are developed in accordance with staff intent through the filing date.
· Retain an executive summary that provides external parties with a comprehensive and concise update on DSP progress.
· Maintain biennial filing cycle and continue with consistent report format across the Joint Utilities. 
· The format of the DSIP report should include three standard subsections for each topic area:
· Current status: an overview of each company’s REV landscape; an update since the last DSIP with an emphasis on including live links to the vast amount of publicly available data that is regularly updated on the Joint Utilities website, on individual company websites, and on Document Matter Management (DMM) for ongoing proceedings.
· Direction for next 2-5 years: a summary based on each DSP’s plans, planned investments, capability improvements, and milestones.
· Longer-term outlook: a 5-10-year aspirational outlook based on technological evolution, State REV and Energy goals and existing Orders, white papers, and budgets.
Benefits of this Approach
· Consistent: continues basic structure and intent of DSIPs from Commission Orders; by coordinating with DPS staff in advance, there is a clear understanding of the approach, thereby reducing the need for additional Commission guidance, as well as retain and provide answers to the most important information sought by stakeholders and metrics sought by policymakers.
· User-Friendly: a potentially shorter, more usable document for stakeholders to read and provide comments and feedback to the utilities, and provides a guide to utility employees on DSIP approach and progress.
· Current: this approach better fulfills the DSIP purpose of providing useful stakeholder information by serving as a portal to updateable online information, which is how many stakeholders consume information today.
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