ITWG 10/30/19 Meeting Notes

SIR Material Modification
· JU has submitted their version
· Tentative for December Session
NYISO/NYSIR Coordination
· Pending comments from JU on documents
· Ross Altman from NYISO
· 3 Main interconnection processes
· Retail
· <5MW
· State SIR Process
· Wholesale Market
· Transmission level connection
· FERC jurisdiction
· Utility Specific Process
· >5MW
· 3 Studies
· Feasibility Study
· System Impact Study (SIS)
· Facilities Studies
· Refine upgrade identified in SIS
· Finding cost estimate
· Binding for the developer once parties agree to the terms of the study
· Allocate costs among projects
· Example: 2 projects with $10m worth of upgrades
· $5m for each project
·  Annual Transmission Baseline Assessment (ATBA)  
· Coordination between NY SIR and NYISO interconnection involves crosschecking existing projects as well as projects in NY SIR and NYISO queue
· Potential difficulties to changes to existing process
· May have to go in to long tariff process
· FERC approval needed (3 month to a year)
· NYISO prefers to not go through tariff revisions 
· Current process addresses most cases 
· Distribution level generator participating in NYISO wholesale market put the generator in NYISO jurisdiction and interconnection process
· Even for <5MW projects
· DER participation rules to be updated May 2020
· A project will transition to NYISO jurisdiction once it transitions to wholesale market participation
· Utility may need to do a study where a project changes ANY market participation (Retail to Wholesale or Wholesale to Retail)
· NYISO studies are done with ability to curtail a DER whereas Utility studies does not factor in any curtailment
· NYISO will depend on utility to perform study (like SIR studies) for small projects wanting to participate in the wholesale market
· Interconnections agreement may need to be updated to accommodate or address change in market participation for established project
· Dispute resolution would happen within NYISO process generator switching to wholesale market
· Utility Compliance Studies performed as per NYSIO rules may be used to check for any reliability issues (<230kV)
· Wholesale market participation will trigger NYISO reporting and other requirements even on distribution level, regardless of interconnection agreement
CESIR Costs
· External Costs
· Con Edison does not have external fees because they do studies internally
· Internal Costs
· Unitized Rate: Baseline costs for all utilities that includes general costs when a study is started
· Variable
· ORU does not have internal costs as they outsource the CESIR studies
· Solar Industry
· SI would like to see smaller CESIR cost variation between utilities for a given project size
· If a CESIR guidance document can be developed as a result
· What are the different project size range that would make sense to study costs?
· Clustering of costs and how to clarify
· NG: Standardization of costs may cause cheaper CESIR costs to rise
· CHGE: CESIR costs have been lowered as a result of new bid (between $15k - $18k)
· CHGE: Clustering of costs for the same developer with multiple developer which reduces costs for the developer
· Next to each other in the queue
· Based on developer request
· NG: Clustering guidelines and practices are not uniform among every utility
· Jason:
· Develop project size range to compare costs (cost/size)
· Estimated CESIR costs not actual CESIR costs
· Outline to be developed by JU which will be reviewed by SI – by Nov 18th


Monitoring and Control
· JU: 
· No updates now
· Not enough projects to study
· Has not been the primary focus
· JU to put together summary of M&C options are available for small projects 500kW and below without PCC recloser by December 6, 2019
· SI: 
· Costs are still a concern for projects (Ex. Recloser costs)

Metering Configuration – Hybrid Option D
· Auxiliary load metering
· Currently there is no solution in place
· ORU working on a solution for a specific project but it is still in the works
· How does NYSERDA handle auxiliary loads with VDER?
· Topic needs additional discussion/development before anything else can be decided
· JU to finalize metering configuration slides so DPS can post on website as existing guidance documents

Smart Inverter Functionality
· SI (Shay) to compile /categorize questions and list who the questions should be asked of by 11/20/19
Next Meeting
· Next meeting to be held at NYSERDA on December 18th
· Discuss 2020 to do list for ITWG
· Discuss 2020 meeting dates
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