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PSC Seeks Public Comment on Flat Rock Wind Power, LLC 

Transmission Line Proposal between Towns of Martinsburg and 
Watson, Lewis County 

 
Albany, NY – 11/19/03 – The New York State Public Service Commission has 

scheduled hearings to seek public comment on an application of Flat Rock Wind Power, 
LLC for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need to construct a 
10.3 mile-long overhead 230-kilovolt (kV) electric transmission facility.  The proposed 
transmission line would begin in the Town of Martinsburg and terminate in the Town of 
Watson, both in Lewis County, New York.  The Commission may adopt Flat Rock Wind 
Power’s proposal or may reject it and favor another approach either proposed or not 
proposed by any party. 
 

To help guide its decision-making process, the Commission is seeking the views 
of the public.  The public statement hearings will be held: 

 
Wednesday, December 3, 2003 

4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
Lewis County Court House 
Third Floor Board Room 

7660 State Street 
Lowville, NY 

 
In the event of inclement weather, the hearings will be held at the same location 

and times on Thursday, December 4, 2003. 
 
The hearings will remain open until all persons wishing to speak are heard or 

other reasonable arrangements are made.  Speakers will be called after completing a card 
requesting time to speak at the hearings.  It is not necessary to make an appointment in 
advance or to present written material in order to speak.   All comments, oral and written, 
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will be considered in the Commission's review process and will help guide the 
Commission in its decision-making process.  
 
 TDD users may request that a sign language interpreter be present.  To make a 
request, please call the Department of Public Service’s Human Resources Management 
office at (518) 474-2520 through the New York Relay Service at 1-800-662-1220 or have 
a representative call collect directly to the office.   Disabled persons who require special 
accommodations other than a sign language interpreter may place a collect call to the 
Department of Public Service’s Human Resources Management office at (518) 474-2520.  
All requests should be made as soon as possible.  
 

Description of the Proposed Facility and Route 
Flat Rock Wind Power has proposed to construct, operate and maintain a 230-kV 

electric transmission line connecting its proposed Flat Rock Wind Power Generating 
Project in the Town of Martinsburg to Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation’s 230-kV 
Adirondack-Porter Line.  The Flat Rock Wind Power Generating Project would consist of 
approximately 185 wind turbine generators with a total capacity of approximately 240 
megawatts.  The proposed generating project itself will be subject to a separate permitting 
process under section 68 of the State Public Service Law. 

 
The proposed transmission line would run from an electric substation Flat Rock 

Wind Power proposes to construct on Rector Road at the site of its proposed wind farm 
project to an electric substation it proposes to construct near Chases Lake Road and 
Wetmore Road in the Town of Watson.  The Chases Lake Road facility would be 
interconnected with Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation’s 230-kV Adirondack-Porter 
Line.  
 

The proposed electric transmission facility would consist of a single circuit, 230-
kV overhead transmission line attached to approximately 77 towers (a combination of 
wood-pole H-frame, three-pole wood, and single-pole steel structures).  The proposed 
line would be located on rights-of-way acquired by Flat Rock Wind Power.  Its 
approximate length would be 10.3 miles.   
 

The proposed line would begin at the proposed Rector Road Substation 
(northwest of the intersection of Rector and Swernicki Roads) near the hamlet of West 
Martinsburg.  The line would proceed east and south across Rector Road to County Route 
29, then east, descending the Tug Hill Plateau and crossing State Route 26 in the Town of 
Martinsburg.  The line would then proceed east and south to State Route 12 in the hamlet 
of East Martinsburg, then northeasterly across the Black River to Pine Grove Road in the 
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Town of Watson.  Finally, the line would proceed across Wetmore Road to the proposed 
Chases Lake Road Substation to be located just to the west of the New York Power 
Authority’s Marcy-Massena transmission right of way. 

 
Other Ways to Comment 

Persons not wishing to speak at the public statement hearings, or who are unable 
to attend the hearings, may comment on Flat Rock's proposal to construct an electric 
transmission line (in English or Spanish) by mailing their written statements to the 
Honorable Jaclyn A. Brilling, Acting Secretary, New York State Public Service 
Commission, Three Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12223-1350.  These letters 
should reference “Case 03-T-0515 – Flat Rock Wind Power's Application for a 
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need to Construct an Overhead 
230-kV Electric Transmission Facility " and should be mailed in as soon as possible.  

 
Other alternatives are available for submitting comments for consideration by the 

Commission: 
 
Toll-free Opinion Line: Interested persons may call a special toll-free Opinion 

Line at 1-800-335-2120 to voice their opinion. This phone line is set up to receive 
comments about the proceeding from in-state callers, 24 hours a day. Callers should press 
“1” for “electric and gas” to leave comments on Flat Rock Wind Power's application for a 
Certificate of Environmental Compatibility and Public Need to construct an overhead 
230-kV electric transmission facility. 

 
The Internet: Comments may also be submitted via the “PSC Comment Form” in 

the “Consumer Assistance” file accessed through the homepage of the Commission’s 
Website.  Many libraries offer free Internet access.  The Website address is 
http://www.dps.state.ny.us and comments are downloaded regularly. 
 

Persons interested in Flat Rock Wind Power’s application for a certificate to 
construct a 10.3 mile-long  overhead 230-kV electric transmission line may view a copy 
at: 

 
The William H. Bush 

Memorial Library 
Route 26 and Whitaker 
Road, Martinsburg, NY 

The Lowville Free Library 
5387 Dayan Street 

Lowville, NY 

New York Department of 
Public Service Central Files 

14th Floor 
Three Empire State Plaza, 

Albany, NY 
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